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at the back; he did not wish to be subject to the din of
traffic at night. The general had also been told to get
the plans of the reception from the French minister
of ceremonies and cut the ceremony to the indispens-
able minimum. The King loathed pageantry and
show.

But in Paris the Serbian court marshal found himself
regarded as a person of minor importance. Lacking
the personal backing of the sovereign he was regarded
as a supernumerary, a fussy old general with a game foot,
trying to change the cut-and-dried plans of the French
Republic. But he got the desired rooms at the Hotel
Crillon without difficulty and had decided to quit
Paris for Marseilles when the message came through
that the Queen had changed her plans and was going
to Marseilles by train. Then, that she was too late to
get there. It was imperative that the King and Queen
should arrive in Paris together, unthinkable that the
Queen should be waiting for her husband at the station.
Dimitrievitch wanted the Queen's carriage uncoupled
at Lyons and then connected with the train bringing the
King from Marseilles. Then the sovereigns would
arrive together in Paris on the morning of the loth
October,

The French said this was unheard of. Such a
thing was never done in France, The railway was
privately owned and the officials would never agree
to such a novelty, Dimitrievitch was delayed. He
sought telephonic communication with the Queen
travelling on the Paris express. He was put through
to her eventually at Liubliana. Queen Marie was
indignant and would not hear of meeting her husband
at the Gare de Lyon in Paris. Dimitrievitch told the
Jugoslav minister, Spalaikovitch, and he had more
success. But it had taken the French a long time to
agree to uncouple the Queen's coach. " The trouble is,"
Atsa explained, "that Jugoslavia is a small country.
It does not count for much in France. Had it been the